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DIRECTIONS: Answer these questions as we discuss them in class.

	A
	
	

	B
	
	

	C
	
	

	D
	
	


1. Recall some of the events that happened in Part 1.

2. Predict what you think will happen as Odysseus arrives home.




3. Anticipation Guide: Check the box next to statements you agree with. 
    Me
    Group
  Aft. Pt. 2
A. People anxiously await for their family members to return home.
B. The important things in one’s home will never change, no matter how long you stay away.
C. You should never trust people to remain faithful to your memory if you have been gone for a long time.
D. You can never go home again.
4. What does Athena reveal to Odysseus about the situation he will find at home?



5. a. Who is Eumaeus? 

b. What can you tell about him from the painting on p. 995?


c. Which dog in the painting might be Argus?



6. a. Which gods have made Odysseus journey so difficult?


b. What do lines 1021-1029 suggest about the way ancient Greeks responded to the presence of a god?



7. In lines 1059-68, to what are Odysseus’ and Telemachus’ cries compared in this epic simile?




8. Why is Telemachus initially doubtful that the man before him is Odysseus,



9. Why might Athena have a particular interest in Odysseus?



10. What does Odysseus’ statement in lines 1109-111 suggest about ancient Greek beliefs about the gods’ interest in human affairs?




11. How does Homer’s story show the Greek gods’ active response to human material needs?




12. a. What is Odysseus most known for?
b. Which of Odysseus’ deeds in the Odyssey might have helped him to earn Athena’s favor? Why? 

13. How does Odysseus tell his son to respond if the suitors “practice shots” on Odysseus?



14. What can you infer about the ancient Greeks based on the fact that they depicted their gods on everyday objects like this urn?




15. In 1000 years, what objects from our own culture might reveal our values to the people who find them?



16. a. How many cultures have practiced slavery?


b. How do Eumaeus’ beliefs about servitude and slavery compare with those of your culture?


17. How does Antinous react to Odysseus, who is disguised as a beggar?



18. a. How would a polite guest treat the entrance of a beggar?


b. What conflicting values does this exchange between Antinous and Odysseus reveal?:



19. a. Why has Antinous become so angry with the beggar?

b. What values regarding the use of physical force are evident in this speech?


c. What is the difference in power between Antinous and the beggar?


20. a. Recall why Odysseus hope the Cyclops would welcome the Greeks he found in his cave?

b. How similar or different is Odysseus’ hospitality here in relation to the cave?

c. What ancient Greek belief is conveyed in this suitor’s speech?



21. How does Penelope regard Antinous?



22. a. Write down the two items that are being compared in this epic simile and the details.
Items Being Compared
Details of Epic Simile

Purpose


b. What do you think Odysseus’ comparisons reveal about his feelings toward his wife?


c. Write down the purposes as discussed in the class on the preceding chart.
23. a. How could weaving a shroud show honor toward a person who has died?

b. Why would the “country wives” disrespect Penelope if she didn’t weave a shroud?

c. How do we today try to honor our dead?

d. How do the ancient Greek ideas in Penelope’s speech about honoring the dead compare to modern ideas?


24. How was Penelope able to delay marriage for three years?




25. What is so special about the moment in the painting? Why would the illustrator choose it above others?



26. What details in the painting illustrate the tension of the scene?



27. a. Why does Odysseus give such special attention to the bow?

b. Which of Odysseus’ qualities is highlighted in the epic simile in lines 1372-1379?



28. What means does Penelope decide she will use to choose a husband?



29. Does the hunter on the bowl on p. 1008 show the same grace as Odysseus in lines 1370-1392? Explain.



30. Answer the questions in the “Thinking about the Selection” section on p. 1008 in your book.












31. a. Who was the first to hurl insults at Odysseus?

b. Give examples of cultural responses to anger or insult from the reading.

c. Does the manner in which Odysseus kills Antinous agree with your idea of a “fair” fight? Explain.



32. a. Whom does Odysseus kill first? 

b. How does he do it?

33. a. Which lines does the painting on p. 1010 illustrate?

b. Who are the four figures on the right side of the painting? How do you know?

c. How is this painting exciting?

d. Is this an accurate depiction? Explain.



34. a. In what ways have the suitors intruded on Odysseus?


b. What are the Greeks’ rules in regards to hospitality? How do the gods play into those rules?

c. What cultural values are revealed by Odysseus’ explanation for his anger in lines 1441-44?



35. What does Eurymachus offer Odysseus to try to calm his anger?


36. a. Define simile. 

b. Define epic simile.

c. Why is the comparison of Erymachus’ sharp sword to a razor only a simile and not an epic simile?



37. a. How do different cultures emphasize that children should honor their parents?


b. Describe how Telemachus responded to his father’s return. What do those actions reveal about him?


c. What cultural values are reflected in Telemachus’ behavior toward his father?



38. Which aspects of the slain suitors’ appearance does the epic simile in lines 1535-1539 emphasize?



39. Who helps Odysseus defeat the suitors?


40. Look at the collage on page 1014 to respond to the following questions:
a. What reminds you of the reading?

b. What reflects modern ideas?


41. How does your mental image of events in the Odyssey compare to those of the artist’s interpretation collage?



42. a. What changes have happened in Odysseus’ appearance?

b. Why would Homer emphasize this change?

c. Which parts are emphasized?

d. Which details in the epic simile in lines 1547-51 compare Odysseus’ hair to a work of art?



43. How does Odysseus describe Penelope’s attitude toward him?



44. a. What is being compared in lines 1579-80?

b. List supporting details of the pillar?

c. Is this an epic simile? Explain.



45. a. When has Odysseus had a “rough” go of it or had to overcome storms on his voyage home?


b. In what way does this epic simile recall the dangers Odysseus faced on his journey home?



46. Summarize each headed section from the text.
a. The Return of Odysseus

b. Argus

c. The Suitors

d. Penelope

e. The Challenge

f. Odysseus’ Revenge

g. Penelope’s Test

h. The Ending
