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1. How do you expect Romeo & Juliet to respond to their love for each other and to the problems it poses?



2. How do you think their families will react?



3. Why is the prologue with the chorus included at the beginning of this act?



4. Define couplet.
Where are there examples of couplets in Romeo & Juliet?


5. How can we tell that Mercutio is an aristocrat?



6. How does Mercutio make fun of Romeo in this speech? Why is he describing Rosaline’s beauty?




7. Whom does Romeo see at the window? Where is Romeo?



8. To what does Romeo compare Juliet? How might Romeo imagine that he’s touching Juliet’s cheek?



9. To whom is Juliet speaking?  What is Juliet wishing for in lines 38-49?


10. What do lines 45-47 mean?



11. What does Juliet’s speech in its entirety mean?



12. Who speaks line 49?  



13. What strong feeling is Romeo expressing in lines 53-57? In line 57, how do the stressed words reinforce Romeo’s meaning?



14. Why does Romeo say his name is hateful to him?



15. Compare the image of Romeo in Act I (p. 750) to that of Juliet seen on p. 762. How are they supposed to be portrayed?


16. Why would Shakespeare split a line between two speakers? What does this weaving of dialogue together suggest about their relationship?



17. Why does Juliet tell Romeo not to swear his love by the moon?



18. In lines 158-159, why do you think Juliet wishes Romeo would respond to her voice as a falcon does to the falconer’s commands?



19. What are Romeo and Juliet doing in lines 169-175?  What does the blank verse of Romeo & Juliet’s dialogue suggest about their social status?



20. What plan do Romeo & Juliet make for the following day?



21. How does scene three start? 



22. What is the Friar doing in lines 7-8? What does he believe about the natural world (lines 15-22)?



23. What are the Friar’s main points in his speech?



24. What is Romeo’s relationship with Friar Lawrence? What does Friar Lawrence mean in lines 65-68?



25. After completing scene three, what sets the Friar’s lines apart from the normal blank verse of the play? Why do you think Shakespeare wrote this scene this way?



26. What does Romeo ask the Friar to do?



27. Is the Friar a monk? Why or why not?



28. What does the Friar think Romeo and Juliet’s love wil do for the Capulets and the Montagues?



29. At the beginning of scene 4, what do you learn in lines 1-34? How does Mercutio feel about this?  



30. In what way are Mercutio’s and Benvolio’s speeches here different from Act I?



31. Why is Mercutio’s use of grand references and exaggerated language a fitting way to tease Romeo?

32. Why are they teasing Romeo? Where do they think he’s been?


33. How is the conversation with his friends different here than in Act I? Why do you think he doesn’t speak like he did before?



34. According to Mercutio, how and why has Romeo’s attitude improved?



35. In lines 100-115, what kind of language do you expect from Romeo & Mercutio, given they are aristocrats? How does Shakespeare reveal their intelligence and rank even when they are not speaking in blank verse?




36. Looking at the photo & recalling previous actions in the play, how does Romeo’s behavior with the young Montagues differ from his behavior with Juliet?



37. Who interrupts Romeo and his friends to ask about Romeo?



38. Interpret lines 164-181. What are Romeo’s instructions to the Nurse?



39. How do the Nurse and the Friar have similar roles in the play?



40. What is the effect of having Romeo switch between blank verse and prose and back to blank verse?



41. At the beginning of scene five, what is Juliet’s problem with the Nurse?  Why is Juliet so impatient?



42. What does Romeo ask the Nurse to tell Juliet?



43. What does Juliet finally do to get the Nurse to answer her? How does the Nurse take Juliet’s request?


44. In lines 46-57, What might Shakespeare be indicating about the Nurse’s character by having her switch between prose and blank verse?



45. How does the Nurse describe Romeo?



46. What does line 77 “hie you to the cell” mean? What effect is created by making Juliet’s last line rhyme with the Nurse’s last line?

47. What is happening at the end of scene six? What is the Friar about to do?



48. Summarize the events of the Act here:

