Eng I – Romeo & Juliet – Guiding Questions




Name ________________________

Act 1, Scenes 1-5 page 1  ______/50
                  Char. Name___________________
Date _______ Hour ________

1. Why is the prologue with the chorus included in this play?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Remember when reading to use the glosses on the side to help you with terms that are unfamiliar. Look at lines 1-5. What different meanings do the words “carry coals” have? What’s the intent of using such wording? ________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
3. What do you learn about Sampson and Gregory in this scene? What does the conversation in lines 7-18 reveal about the Montagues? _______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

4. How does footnote 8 help you understand Sampson’s logic in line 36? ________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

5. Which words in the stage directions in line 44 clarify that Sampson is not speaking to Abram? _________________________________________________________________________________
6. With which family are the quarreling servants affiliated? ___________________________________

7. What is going on between the Capulets and the Montagues? Why? ___________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
8. Lines 85-91, summarize the warning that the Prince issues to the Montagues and Capulets? _________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

9. Who stops the brawl between the Montagues and the Capulets? _____________________________

10. What information is exchanged between Benvolio and Montague? ___________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

11. Generalize about lines 156-166.


12. What does the conversation in lines 167-179 reveal about Romeo’s state of mind? 

13. What kind of person does Romeo love? (lines 204-220) What will happen to her/will her fate be?


14. Lines 221-234, what is Benvolio urging Romeo to do? How does Romeo respond?



15. Who is Paris? What does he want? 



16. What advice does Benvolio give to Romeo?


17. Compare the advice Benvolio gives to that of Capulet.


18. Using the footnotes, what is the servant saying here?


19. Why does the servant approach Romeo & Benvolio? What is important about the stage directions?


20. What is the suggestion in Benvolio’s lines 84-89? How might this seem foolish or dangerous?


21. Why does Capulet’s servant talk to Romeo and Benvolio?


22. In lines 90-101, to what does Romeo compare his love of Rosaline? What condition does Romeo give for going to the feast?


23. In lines 16-48, who do you think Susan is? What does “of an age” mean?

24. What do the Nurse’s words here reveal about her devotion to Juliet?


25. How old is Juliet?
26. In lines 50-62, what is the Nurse discussing? What is “it?” What kind of person is the Nurse?


27. What does Juliet’s response man in line 58?

28. What does this whole conversation reveal about the Nurse? her relationship with Juliet?



29. Who are Lady Capulet and Nurse discussing? What are their opinions?



30. Why has Lady Capulet come to talk to Juliet?



31. What is Juliet’s attitude toward marriage? Paris?



32. Who is Mercutio? The maskers? The torchbearers? What are their purposes?



33. Look at the footnotes 4-13. What contrast in their personalities does the dialogue between Romeo & Mercutio reveal?



34. How does Romeo feel about going to the Capulets’ feast?


35. What are Mercutio’s ideas about Queen Mab?



36. What do Mercutio’s comments about dreams reveal about his character?



37. What does Benvolio mean in line 105? How does Romeo respond?



38. How are lines 3-4 meant to be funny? What purpose do the servingmen have in the play?

39. What does Romeo fear might happen in the near future?


40. In lines 41-52, what is Romeo describing? What do the stage directions and the dialogue that follows reveal about Romeo?



41. What does Romeo mean in lines 41-52? How could he displace his feelings for Rosaline so quickly?



42. Compare Tybalt’s reaction here to that of a previous scene: similar or different? How?


43. How does Tybalt respond to Romeo’s presence at the feast? Lord Capulet? What is Capulet’s response to Tybalt’s remarks?



44. What does the dialogue between Tybalt and Lord Capulet show about their relationship?


45. Do you believe in love at first sight? Why or why not?


46. What do the stage directions and dialogue suggest about Romeo’s & Juliet’s feelings?


47. What’s happening in lines 117-126?


48. How do you know the conversation following line 126 is private?


49. What common feelings are shared between Romeo & Juliet? How are they similar in their attitudes toward the other’s family?



50. Summarize the events of the Act here, each scene at a time:

