English I – Literary Elements Notes

Name _______________________

___/_25_

Date____________ Hour _______


Write in the element next to the definition in order to assist in your study of literary terms.
1. __________________: series of related events

a. __________________: the beginning of a work

b. __________________: action that builds from the beginning

c. __________________: high or turning point
d. __________________: action that drops from the climax

e. __________________: conclusion of the story

2. __________________: struggle or problem

a. __________________: struggle between two characters, individuals with groups or nature

b. __________________: struggle within a character’s mind

3. __________________: personalities who participate in the action

a. __________________: a one-dimensional character

b. __________________: a character who has many facets

c. __________________: the character the story is all about

d. __________________: the character who causes the problems

e. __________________: a character who changes

f. __________________: a character who stays the same

4. __________________: time and place of the action

5. __________________: a person, place or thing that has a literal meaning but represents something greater.

6. __________________: Central message or insight into life; moral, lesson, main idea
7. __________________________: the perspective of a story – from whom it’s told

a. __________________: perspective told from the main character 

b. __________________: perspective told from an outside observer

c. __________________: perspective told in the form of giving commands to the reader

d. __________________: perspective where there is only information about one or very few of the characters

e. __________________: perspective where there is thoughts, feelings, ideas, and etc. from many characters

f. __________________: perspective where the author shares his/her opinion on an issue

g. __________________: perspective where the author shares only the story-no opinions, thoughts, feelings, & etc.-just the story/information

8. ____________________: the use of vivid language to create mental pictures in the readers’ mind

9. ___________________  ______________________: using vivid language in the form of comparisons of objects to seemingly unrelated ideas, concepts, or etc.

a. ____________________: the comparison of two unlike things

b. ____________________: the comparison of two unlike things, using like or as

c. ____________________: the comparison using an over-exaggeration

d. ____________________: the comparison giving human qualities to non-human subjects
e. ____________________: the use of a sound word on paper 

10. ____________________: the element that leaves the reader wanting more through-out the story

11. ____________________: references to previous or common knowledge

12. ____________________: information that leads the reader to a conclusion before it happens; predicting
13. ____________________: conversation between two or more characters

14. ____________________: the feeling or atmosphere in a work

15. ____________________: the attitude of a work

16. ____________________: the representation of something concrete for something abstract


