Eng I – Antigone – Guiding Questions


Name ________________________

Prologue-Scene 2, pp. 727-745
_____/50
Date _______ Hour ________


DIRECTIONS: Answer these questions as we discuss them in class.

1. Anticipation Questions:


Me

Group

After play

A. Family members should 
always support each other.

B. Following an order is some-
times more important than 
being true to a personal belief.

C. Strong leaders should not 
show compassion.

D. Courage is often foolhardy.

2. How do you know that Antigone is the protagonist?


What conflict between Antigone and Creon does she begin explaining here?



3. The temple is the photo is dedicated to Poseidon, god of the sea. What does it suggest about the importance of the gods in ancient Greece? Explain.




4. What order has Creon given about Polyneices’ body?



5. Review Ismene’s speech and then retell the tragic history of Antigone’s family. 


What does she think they should do about Polyneices’ body? Why?



6. What personality traits makes Ismene unlike Antigone? 


Which is stronger? Why?


What details in Antigone’s speech give the reader reason to sympathize with her?



7. Which details convey the intense emotion displayed in the photo (p. 753)?


8. What would you say to Antigone about her decision to risk death and disobey Creon?


After reading lines 89-91, how can someone be unwise and disloyal at the same time?


9. What does Antigone ask Ismene to decide?


10. In the parados, what does the chorus say has happened? Summarize their lines.




11. What elements of the actor’s appearance in the photo (p. 755) reflect Creon’s status as king?




12. What does Creon indicate that he puts above private relationships?



13. How do Creon’s words in lines 42-50 show that he is Antigone’s antagonist?


14. What are the MAIN POINTS of Creon’s speech?

15. What has happened to Polyneices’ body?



16. What does the sentry report (through line 100)?



17. Is the Choragos suspected of burying Polyneices’ body?


Why does the Choragos suggest the gods may have buried his body?



18. Why does Creon think the gods will not favor his burial?

What does Creon’s fear of people scheming against him show about his conflict with Antigone?



19. What does this ancient Greek helmet (p. 759) indicate about the type of weapons against which the sentry was prepared to defend himself?



20. What does Creon order the sentry to do?



21. Summarize the first strophe of the ode between scenes 1 and 2.


Summarize the main points of lines 10-24 of the chorus’ ode?




22. Judging from this image, what is Antigone’s reaction to her capture?




23. How does Creon react when the sentry returns with Antigone?


Has Creon realized that he is Antigone’s antagonist before this point? Explain.


Who do you think Creon expects the sentry to bring him? Why?



24. What has the sentry seen Antigone doing?



25. What law does Antigone say she follows by burying Polyneices?


How has she broken the law according to Creon?


Which details in the scene solidify Antigone’s role as protagonist and Creon’s role as antagonist?




26. Of what two crimes does Creon accuse Antigone?


What additional motive beyond upholding the law does Creon reveal here?


Why does Antigone beg Creon to kill her?

Which attitudes of Creon and Antigone make a compromise unlikely?

27. Summarize the argument in lines 120-130.


Describe the flaw Antigone hears in Creon’s argument.



28. What does Creon decide will be done with Antigone?



29. What details of this image (p. 764) suggest that the chorus is pleading with one of the characters? Explain.



30. What was Ismene’s response earlier in the play was when Antigone asks for her help in burial of Polyneices?



31. What does Ismene want to do now?



32. Contrast Antigone with Ismene.


How does the contrast between the sisters emphasize Antigone’s role as the protagonist?



33. Who is Haimon?

What fact may force Haimon to become involved in the conflict between Creon and Antigone?



34. Which of the Choragos’ speeches in Scene 2 mirror what the audience would feel and think?



35. What are the main ideas in the final ode of Scene 2?




36. Refer back to Question 1. Have any of your initial responses changed? Explain why or why not.

37. Summarize each of the following parts in a brief paragraph:

A. Prologue





B. Scene 1





C. Scene 2






