Eng I – Mythology & The Odyssey Projects

Choose ONLY ONE of the following to complete. You must relate it to the epic The Odyssey.  All assignments should be in proper class format: Typed, double-spaced, one inch margins, appropriate header, etc., with a guideline of 500 words. Works Cited is EXPECTED along with proper citations completed.
Research

   Description of terms:

1. Find 20 references from mythology and The Odyssey that are used today.  In an essay, record how they are used today and what their reference to mythology and The Odyssey are.  Create a poster displaying them
2. Perform a character study on one of the main characters in The Odyssey.  Tell why they are important to the storyline and what they contributed.  Criticize them and tell how they added or took away from the story.

3. Record the mention of the Greek gods/goddesses from The Odyssey.  How are they influencing the lives of the characters?  How do they influence the lives of people today?
4. Explain 4-5 quotes and how they applied to the Greeks and their culture.  Also, explain how they could be relevant today.
5. Research recipes for an authentic Greek dish. Prepare the recipe and bring in the dish to the toga party. Include the recipe in an essay along with your reasons for choosing this and how Odysseus or other Greeks would have enjoyed it. Limited number of participants in this area.
Creative Writing

   Description of terms:

6. Generate your own myth.  You must use all of the characteristics discussed in class from the mythology packet.

7. Write a scene as a prelude to The Odyssey.  You will need to research the background information we discussed in class.

8. Write a FOUND poem, and recite it at the party. Take key points from the Odyssey and also create a “wordle” with your poem. Display/present both to the class.
Artistic Format

   Description of terms:
9. Craft a picture book with captions describing each of the characters in The Odyssey.  Captions must be at least 50 words long and include a description of the character and his/her importance to The Odyssey. You must use at least 5 mortals and 5 gods/goddesses.
10. Map the realms of Hades as Odysseus visited them. Include characters he talked with and places he visited. Include also those we discussed in class. Some places/people will not be mentioned in class; you will need to research that and include your explanation in an essay.

11. Construct a diorama of a scene from the Odyssey.  Explain how important this scene is, what part of the Odyssey it is from and why you chose this scene in your essay.
12. Act out a scene from the epic.  You may rewrite it to use common-day language. You must record your actions in a response essay, describing who will play which parts, how you came to this decision and why you wanted to act it out.  Include a script and show how you made changes to the original, what your role was, and any other pertinent information. This could be done in a group, but EACH participant must write a RESPONSE and give feedback on the others in the group.
13. Create a scale model of the Trojan Horse or Odysseus’ ships as it would have been in ancient times. Research the materials, tools, and composition of the horse. Include in an essay the materials you used, how you constructed the horse, how it’s relevant to The Odyssey, and why you decided to choose this project.
· Projects are due at the conclusion of the study of the Odyssey (12/11/14). 
· We will have a toga party and students will be allowed to wear a toga to the party; however, students must have appropriate attire UNDER their togas.  

· Students may do one (1) additional project for up to 25 extra credit points.
